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may give fairly large doses. The pharmacopceial dose goes up to 8
minims three times a day. That is 8/100th of a grain. That is
the maximum dose. That is I/12th of a grain. You can work up
to that quantity three times a day, but if you give it straight away
it would make the patient ill. Two grains is a possibly fatal dose.
It is possible for 15 grains to be given and the person still live if
severe vomiting occurred.
I will deal first of all with Mr. Martin's case. As I under-
stand it, if you had not got the analysis of the urine, the symptoms
in that case were the symptoms of ordinary gastric enteritis ?—Yes,
they might have been due to ptomaine poisoning; they might have
been due to a number of causes. Rheumatism would not cause auto-
intoxication, but auto-intoxication would cause rheumatism. Auto-
intoxication arises from a great number of different causes. Mrs.
Armstrong undoubtedly had chronic rheumatism. That may have
been caused originally by auto-intoxication or some other cause. I
do not agree with Dr. Hincks that the rheumatism that she suffered
from might have caused the heart trouble which she thought she
was suffering from in August, 1920. I have given my reasons for
it. Even if I had seen her in August, 1920, I would not have
thought from the history that rheumatism was sufficient to account
for what Dr. Hincks saw. I think that that was a mistake. Unless
there was, as I say, evidence of rheumatic fever in early life, I
should attach no importance to that.
I want to take the case as we know it, and as Dr. Hincks knew
it, 1915 to 1918, rheumatism; 1918 and 1919, neuritis; 1920 he
hears the mitral-systolic murmur, and he puts that down to having
been caused by rheumatism. With that you do not agree ?—I should
want some further evidence before I put it down to that; possibly
he had more.
Up till the 21st August, 1920, the day before she went into the
asylum, there is no evidence that I have heard pointing to arsenical
poisoning. Assuming arsenic is given in a large dose, you
generally have vomiting and sickness. It is not necessary in every
case of taking a large dose of arsenic to get vomiting, but you
nearly always do. Peripheral neuritis might arise from one dose
of arsenic. As a matter of fact, the worst case of peripheral
neuritis from arsenical neuritis that I know of was after one dose.
The peripheral neuritis appeared within ten days of the taking of
the dose. Peripheral neuritis does not always follow one dose
of arsenic. It is rather uncommon after one dose; it more often
follows repeated doses.
At the time when Mrs. Armstrong was at Barnwood Asylum,
after she had been seen by Dr. Hincks, Dr, Townsend, and Dr.
Soutar, were the symptoms from which she was then suffering symp-
toms that were consistent with illness distinct from arsenical poison-
ing?—They are consistent, as I ha^e already stated, with arsenical
poisoning, but there is no history of that.
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